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Should We Remove Grab Bars from the Bathroom Before Trying to Sell? 

By TIM McKEOUGH 

 

 

KOHLER 

Q. Our bathroom is outfitted with grab bars, anti-slip mats and other safety features. Should we remove 

them before trying to sell? 

A. Things like grab bars and anti-slip mats installed for older homeowners won’t appeal to most people. 

“Today’s buyers aren’t attracted to things like that,” said Corinne Pulitzer, an associate broker at Douglas 

Elliman Real Estate in Manhattan, explaining that someone else’s fixtures make it more difficult for buyers to 

imagine themselves living there. 

“I would highly recommend removing them,” she said, “because they’re easily removed, and it just eliminates a 

distraction and a conversation you don’t want to have.” 

The same goes for free-standing equipment like portable commodes, even in the case of an estate sale where the 

home is being presented as in need of renovation. 
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Removing grab bars, however, will leave holes in the wall that need to be repaired, so a better option might be 

to replace them, said Diane Susoev, owner of the New York interior design firm Red Square Studio and a 

certified aging-in-place specialist. 

“Instead of taking these things out, upgrade them,” she said, noting that companies like Kohler and Toto make 

plenty of attractive grab bars in finishes that will coordinate with the rest of a bathroom’s fixtures. 

Grab bars that are old and inexpensive tend to be unsightly, Ms. Susoev said. She doesn’t even like to call them 

by their proper name, because of the negative connotations. “Let’s just call them balance bars,” she said. 

“There’s a lot more to this picture than aging. You could be a 23-year-old who got hurt skiing or a 13-year-old 

with a skateboard accident.” 

The point, she said, is that grab bars can be useful to people of any age. And there are other adaptations you can 

make that will similarly serve buyers of all ages. 

If you’re renovating the bathroom, she said, instead of putting anti-slip mats on the floor, consider installing 

porcelain tile with a textured anti-slip surface from a company like Porcelanosa. “Or just do a mosaic, which is 

going to be slip resistant because there’s a lot of grout,” she said. 

You might also want to put in a curbless shower, which runs seamlessly from the wet area into the bathroom 

floor. Showers like this look streamlined but also have functional advantages. “It’s called a roll-in shower, 

ostensibly for rolling in a wheelchair,” Ms. Susoev said. “But it also means you won’t trip when you’re going 

into the shower.” 

When you choose the right products and design the bathroom in a thoughtful way, Ms. Susoev said, features 

like “these are assets, not liabilities.” 

 


